KENZERHATA

9 IRIDe

International Research Institute of Disaster Science

The WADEM Virtual Forum 2021 (2021/4/14-15)

Topics: Response, Resilience, & Reset
Venue: Global on-line

The inaugural virtual forum of the World Association for Disaster and Emergency
Medicine (IWADEM) was held on Apr. 14-15 (Fri- Sat), 2021, starting from 7:30 in
the morning (UST) with about 50 participants around the globe. Prof. Shinichi Egawa
gave a lecture titled “Science for Resilience: Healthy community is resilient against
disaster”

WADEM focuses on every aspects of disaster effects on health and mediates the
knowledge, experience of disaster medicine, mitigation of health damage in disaster,
effective medical and public health response in disaster. WADEM biannual congresses
has been held in face, but the COVID-19 pandemic made the postoone of WADEM
2021 Tokyo congress to 2022. The inaugural virtual meeting was held in
collaboration with the Japanese Association for Disaster and Emergency Medicine to
commemorates the 2011 Great East Japan Earthquake.

Prof. Egawa presented the historical development of disaster medical system in
Japan as a natural hazard prone country. Continuous effort on the disaster risk
reduction and building back better made Japan resilient against disaster. Prof. Egawa
stressed that the effort of general health sector to increase the life expectancy is an
effective strategy of reducing the disaster risk factors especially related with the socio-
economic vulnerability, children-under-5 mortality and morbidity and increased the
access to the health services, resulting in the overall disaster risk reduction.

Ongoing COVID-19 pandemic is a disaster and can be reduced its risk in the same
strategy of disaster risk reduction. Collaboration and cooperation between disaster
medicine and general medicine, and berween health sector and other sectors will make
it possible to make our society more resilient against disaster.

Online symposium is effective in concentrating the presentation, active discussion,
with an opportunity of reviewing. On the other hand, the congress in face has a
networking capability to enhance the strategy and response to disaster.
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Shinichi Egawa (Div. Disaster Medical Science)



